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The close study of an art work is a model for learning.�
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A PREDICTION OF DIRECTIONS����THAT QUESTIONS CAN MOVE�

• 1. Ask open-ended questions that encourage personal response. The personal 
perspective of children is enacted in a social setting with a certain amount of risk-
taking on the part of the respondents. How do you create a supportive 
environment that allows for the risk taking inherent in self-expression?  

��������456��������������������+�7������������&����
&�������8��

����������������������������������������+�7/����������������������������8�

9������������������� ������������+�7��������������������8�

• 2. Connect children to their own experience. These questions further learning by 
linking cognition with affect, drawing upon prior experience, verbal, kinesthetic, 
auditory and other sense memories. 
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• 3. Develop a critical perspective that encourages children to voice their own 
comments while developing an appreciation for the perspectives of others.  
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• 4. Provide scaffolding for children's ability to make connections between 
concepts, and develop their capacity for abstract reasoning in the verbal and non-
verbal modes. Consideration of these questions calls for imaginative leaps in 
thinking and often involves locating commonality where none is apparent and 
differences where only sameness is immediately visible. 
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• 5. Help children develop language for articulating concepts through physicalizing 
their understanding of the work of art. Here, the connection is to develop 
activities that extend the learning by linking sensory experience to language. How 
do you CREATE experience through questions? What kind of questions that 
expand experience? 
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• 6. Ask children to draw upon their capacity to imagine the unknown. These 
questions encourage children to consider possibilities, and help them develop an 
appreciation of and a tolerance for ambiguity. (An appreciation of the unknown 
… sensing new associations.) 
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